WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
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,1. A system configured to provide user input to an 
applica\:ion program, comprising: 

a plurality of software input methods that are 
independentXof the application program, each software input 
method havingN^n input panel configured to receive user input 
based on user inN;eraction therewith; and 

a software inVut method manager,- the software input 
method manager configured to select one of the input methods 
based on a state of the application program, to enable user 
interaction with the inpot panel of the input method to 
provide input to the application program. 



2. The system of claimXl , wherein the applicati 



on 



y= 15 program communicates the state Nto the software input method 

m 

O manager. 
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3. The system of claim 3, further comprising, a 
component external to the application V^og^^^na that determines 
the state of the application and communicates the state to the 
software input method manager. 



4. The system of claim 1 wherein the state of the 
application program corresponds to a field hamng input focus- 
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The system of claim 4 wherein the application 
programX communicates data corresponding to the field to the 
softwareXinput method manager, and wherein the software input 
method manager selects the input method based on the data. 
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6. The >system of claim 3 wherein the application 
program communioates data corresponding to the field to the 
software input meDhod manager, and wherein the software input 
method manager selects the input method based on the data. 
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7. The system ofVlaim 1 wherein the application 
program communicates the loey-related data to the software 
input method, and wherein tn^ software input method configures 
at least some keys on the inpu\ panel based on the key-related 
data , 



8. The system of claim 7 wherein the application 
program communicates the key-related o^ata to the software 
20 input method via an XML format. 



9. The system of claim 7 wherein th® key-related data 
includes a string corresponding to a meaning\of at least one 
variable key. 
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\lO. The method of claim 1 further comprising, a database 
of previous use input information, wherein the software input 
method Configures at least some keys on the input panel based 
5 on the previous user input information. 

11. A icomputer- implemented method, comprising: 
receivingSr from an application program, application 

program state d^a at a software input method manager; 
O 10 selecting a selected input method from a plurality of 

-J software input methods, each software input method being 

ff^ independent of the application program and having an input 

S panel configured to receVve user input based on user 

interaction therewith; anc^ 
2 15 returning data to the application program corresponding 

□ to user interaction with the mput panel, the input panel 

having at least one displayed ke^^ that when actuated returns a 

string of at least two charactersVto the application program, 

20 12. The method of claim 11 further comprising, receiving 

key configuration data in relation to uhe selected input 
method, and configuring at least one key\on the input panel 
based on the key configuration data. \ 
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M.3. A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method of claim 14. 

14. \a computer-implemented method, comprising: 
receiving application program state data at a software 

input methodX manager ; 

selecting^ an input panel based on the application program 
state data, the\ input panel independent of the application 
program; \ 

displaying keys on the input panel to enable user 
interaction with the\ input panel; and 

returning key dam to the application program 
corresponding to user interaction with the input panel. 

15. The method of cla\m 14 wherein receiving application 
program state data comprises Veceiving data corresponding to a 
communication from the applicausion program. 

16. The method of claim 14 wherein receiving application 
program state data comprises receivrng data corresponding to a 
communication from component external Vo the application 
program. \ 



\l7. The method of claim 14 wherein selecting an input 
panel comprises loading an input method. 



18. \The method of claim 14 wherein selecting an input 
panel comprdses notifying a loaded input method. 

19. TheVethod of claim 14 further comprising, receiving 
key conf iguraticm information corresponding to the state, and 
configuring at lefest some of the keys on the input panel based 
on the key configuration information. 

20. The method oii claim 19 wherein receiving key 
configuration informatiori comprises receiving data 
corresponding to a communiWtion from the application program. 

21. The method of claim \l9 wherein receiving key 
configuration information compriSses receiving data 
corresponding to a communication B^rom component external to 
the application program. \ 

22. The method of claim 21 whereii^ receiving data 
corresponding to the communication from t\e component external 
to the application program comprises, accessing a database. 



23. The method of claim 14 wherein returning key data to 
the appMcation program comprises, returning a string of at 
least twoNcharacters in response to a single displayed key 
being actuated. 

24. A compuuer- readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method of claim 14. 



